
 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee  

March 04, 20221 – 8:30 am  

County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Jim Ashbach, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gilles and 

Mel Pittman  

      

Others Present: Scott Schoepp,  Travis Campbell and Jason Matthys 

 

Chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

  

Public Comment  

Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment.  J. Matthys reported that the performance 

evaluation for the County Park Superintendent had been completed.   No further public comment 

was provided.  

 

Minutes  

The August 26, 2020 minutes were presented.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by K. Coulson to 

approve the August 26, 2020 minutes. Motion carried.   

 

Park Report 

S. Schoepp updated the committee on the status of the Plum City snowmobile trail development 

grant request.  He stated that 5.7 miles of additional funded trail was approved along with an 

additional $6,000 of funding for an integrated bank treatment along the Plum Creek.  The 

additional funding will be for construction of a trail wide enough for safe snowmobile passage. 

M. Pittman inquired about the need for another dredging project on Nugget Lake.  S. Schoepp 

stated that is has filled in a considerable amount since the last project and that another larger 

project will be needed in the immediate future. 

   

Discuss/take action on 2021 Parks Department Annual Report 

S. Schoepp presented the 2021 Parks Department Annual Report. The highlights of the report 

were brought to the committee’s attention.  One of those was the increase in park revenue which 

was the highest amount of revenue ever generated.  He stated that the campground was full 

almost every weekend of the summer and fall.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by K. Coulson to 

approve the 2021 Parks Department Annual Report.  Motion carried.  

 

Discuss/take action on the bid specifications for the Isabelle Creek Snowmobile Bridge 

Project near Esdaile.  

S. Schoepp informed the committee about the bridge grant project that was recently obtained.  

He stated that the selected location of the bridge site was in a flood hazard zone that will not 

allow for a bridge to be erected.  S. Schoepp indicated that the specifications would remain the 

same even if a new location can be found. S. Bjork had inquired if a previous bridge existed at 

that location and S. Schoepp stated that one had not. Motion by M. Pittman, second by J. 

Ashbach to grant the committee chairman the authority to approve the final bid specifications 

documents if a new bridge site can be located.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 



 

 

  

Discuss/take action on 2021/2022 snowmobile program grant requests as provided by the 

Pierce County Snowmobile Council 

S. Schoepp explained the grant request list as presented.  He stated that one additional grant was 

requested for a bridge rehab project on the Co W bridge. He also stated that these grants take up 

a considerable amount of time to facilitate.  Motion by J. Ashbach, second by R. Gilles to 

approve the grant requests as provide by the PCSC.  Motion carried. 

 

Discuss/take action on the 2021-2023 Snowmobile Trail Maintenance Agreement with the 

Pierce County Snowmobile Council  

S. Schoepp informed the committee on the few changes to the agreement.  One was the due dates 

for submitting invoices and the other was that all club worksheets and grooming was to be 

submitted via SNARS; which is a DNR sponsored trail work invoicing system.  M. Pittman 

questions the verbiage under #12 Indemnification/Hold Harmless, page 5 as it relates to 

insurance.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to approve the agreement pending final 

clarification/approval by Corporation Counsel regarding the insurance verbiage stated in the 

agreement.  Motion carried.  Follow-up note: Insurance verbiage in question was correct per 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

Discuss/take action to consider the recommendation from the Ag and Extension Committee 

to change the supervision and management of the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest (Pierce 

County property) from the Ag and Extension Committee to the Parks Committee  

J. Matthys provide a brief history regarding the management and recent activities taking place in 

the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest.  He explained how the past property managers, UW 

Extension, staffing has changed over the years and no longer fits with their programs.  The 

mixing of state employees with county property management responsibilities is not the best 

situation.  The current status of the property is that a recent timber sale is near completion and 

the maple syrup contract has expired, so the timing is correct to make a management change.  It 

was determined that the Parks Department would be the best managers for the forest while the 

Maintenance Department would be the best managers for the cemetery. S. Schoepp indicated that 

there exists some recreational opportunities on that property, but stated he has plenty to take care 

of at this time.  He stated that they will look at some type of possible improvements in 2022 that 

will continue the educational aspect of the property.  The Ag/Extension Committee recently 

approved relinquishing the management responsibilities to the Parks and Maintenance 

Departments.  M. Pittman wondered about the status of the large butternut tree that existed.  S. 

Schoepp informed him that the tree was studied and that a large cookie was cut from it and now 

resides in the DNR forester’s office.  S. Bjork questioned what the primary activities that were 

designated for that property and J. Matthys replied that it was to serve as an educational forest 

for farmers. Motion by M. Pittman, second by K. Coulson to change the supervision and 

management of the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest (Pierce County property) from the Ag and 

Extension Committee to the Parks Committee.  Motion carried.         

 

Next meeting date  

S. Schoepp informed the committee that next meeting would be in August unless something 

came up. A date will be determined at a later time. 

 

Motion by M. Pittman second by R. Gilles to adjourn. Motion carried with all in favor. 

Submitted by: Scott Schoepp, County Park Superintendent 


